
 

 

 

System Name:___Exeter Water Department______         EPA ID:_0801010_____ 

 

2013  -  DATA from 2012 and earlier 
 

 

VIOLATIONS 

VIOLATIONS 
Date of vio-

lation 

Explain viola-

tion 

Length of 

violation 

Action taken to re-

solve 
Health Effects  (Env-Dw 811.21) 

Public notice 

 

February     

2012 

Arsenic exce-

dence 

Q1-

2012 

Process Adjust-

ments 

(above 10 ppb) Some people who drink water containing arsenic in excess of the MCL over 

many years could experience skin damage or problems with their circulatory system, and may 

have an increased risk of getting cancer. 

MCL 13 µgl RAA 11µgl    

 

DETECTED WATER QUALITY RESULTS 

 

Contaminant 

(Units) 

   

 Level 

Detected   

           

    MCL 

  

 MCLG 

 

Violation 

YES/NO 

 

Likely Source of 

Contamination 

 

Health Effects of Contaminant 

Microbiological Contaminants 

 

Total 

Coliform 

Bacteria 

 

0 

 

 

< 40 samples 

>1  is posi-

tive 

 

0 

 

NO 

 

Naturally present in 

the environment 

 

Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that 

other, potentially-harmful, bacteria may be present. Coliforms were found in more samples than al-

lowed and this was a warning of potential problems. 

 

Total 

Organic 

Carbon 

(ppm) 

 

1.9 to 3.3 

 

 

 

 

TT 

 

N/A 

 

NO 

 

Naturally present in 

the environment 

Total organic carbon (TOC) has no health effects. However, total organic carbon provides a medium 

for the formation of disinfection byproducts. These byproducts include trihalomethanes (THMs) and 

haloacetic acids (HAAs). Drinking water containing these byproducts in excess of the MCL may lead 

to adverse health effects, liver or kidney problems, or nervous system effects, and may lead to an in-

creased risk of getting cancer. 

 

Turbidity 

(NTU) 

 

.023 to .244 

 

TT 

 

N/A 

 

NO 

 

Soil runoff 

Turbidity has no health effects. However, turbidity can interfere with disinfection and provide a me-

dium for microbial growth. Turbidity may indicate the presence of disease-causing organisms. These 

organisms include bacteria, viruses, and parasites that can cause symptoms such as nausea, cramps, 

diarrhea, and associated headaches. 

Fecal 

Coliform, 

E. coli 

Bacteria 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

NO 

 

Human and animal 

fecal waste 

Fecal coliforms and E. coli are bacteria whose presence indicates that the water may be contaminated 

with human or animal wastes. Microbes in these wastes can cause short-term effects, such as diarrhea, 

cramps, nausea, headaches, or other symptoms. They may pose a special health risk for infants, young 

children, some of the elderly, and people with severely-compromised immune systems. 

Radioactive Contaminants 

 

Compliance  Gross 

Alpha 

(pCi/L) 

 

2 

(2005) 

 

15 

 

0 

 

NO 

 

Erosion of natural 

 deposits 

Certain minerals are radioactive and may emit a form of radiation know as alpha radiation. Some 

people who drink water containing alpha emitters in excess of the MCL over many years may 

have an increased risk of getting cancer. 

       

Combined 

Radium 226 + 228 

(pCi/L) 

 

0.7 

(2005) 

 

5 

 

0 

 

NO 

 

Erosion of natural 

 deposits 

Some people who drink water containing radium 226 or 228 in excess of the MCL over many 

years may have an increased risk of getting cancer. 

Inorganic Contaminants (IOCs) 

 

Arsenic 

(ppb) 

 

7 to 13 

 

RAA =9.3 

 

0 

 

Yes    

Quarter 1       

2012 

 

 

Erosion of natural  

deposits; runoff from  

orchards; runoff from 

glass and electronics  

production wastes 

  

(5 ppb through 10 ppb) While your drinking water meets EPA’s standard for arsenic, it does con-

tain low levels of arsenic. EPA’s standard balances the current understanding of arsenic’s possible 

health effects against the costs of removing arsenic from drinking water. EPA continues to re-

search the health effects of low levels of arsenic, which is a mineral known to cause cancer  in 

humans at high concentrations and is linked to other health effects such as skin damage and circu-

latory problems. 

(above 10 ppb) Some people who drink water containing arsenic in excess of the MCL over many 

years could experience skin damage or problems with their circulatory system, and may have an 

increased risk of getting cancer.  

 

Barium 

(ppm) 

 

.010 

 

2 

 

2 

 

NO 

Discharge of drilling 

wastes; discharge from 

metal refineries; erosion 

of natural deposits 

Some people who drink water containing barium in excess of the MCL over many years could 

experience an increase in their blood pressure. 

 

Chlorine 

(ppm) 

 

0.21 to 3.25 

 

 

MRDL = 4 

 

MRDLG 

= 4 

 

NO 

 

Water additive used to 

control microbes 

Some people who use water containing chlorine well in excess of the MRDL could experience ir-

ritating effects to their eyes and nose. Some people who drink water containing  chlorine well in 

excess of the MRDL could experience stomach discomfort. 

 

Copper 

(ppm) 

 

0 to .197 

 

(2010) 

 

AL=1.3 

 

1.3 

 

 

 

 

NO 

Corrosion of household 

plumbing systems; 

erosion of natural  

deposits; leaching from 

wood preservatives 

Copper is an essential nutrient, but some people who drink water containing copper in excess of 

the action level over a relatively short amount of time could experience gastrointestinal distress. 

Some people who drink water containing copper in excess of the action level over many years 

could suffer liver or kidney damage. People with Wilson’s Disease should consult their personal 

doctor. 

 

Fluoride 

(ppm) 

 

0.21 

 

4 

 

4 

 

NO 

Erosion of natural 

deposits; water additive 

which promotes strong 

teeth; discharge from 

 fertilizer and aluminum 

factories 

Some people who drink water containing fluoride in excess of the MCL over many years could 

get bone disease, including pain and tenderness of the bones. Fluoride in drinking water at half the 

MCL or more may cause mottling of children’s teeth, usually in children less than nine years old. 

Mottling also known as dental fluorosis, may include brown staining and/or pitting of the teeth, 

and occurs only in developing teeth before they erupt from the gums. 

 

Lead 

(ppb) 

 

0 to 5 

 

(2010) 

 

 

 

AL=15 

 

0 

 

NO 

 

Corrosion of household 

plumbing systems, 

 erosion of natural  

deposits 

(15 ppb in more than 5%) Infants and young children are typically more vulnerable to lead in 

drinking water than the general population. It is possible that lead levels at your home may be 

higher than at other homes in the community as a result of materials used in your home’s plumb-

ing. If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s water, you may wish to have 

your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water. Addi-

tional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).  

(above 15 ppb) Infants and children who drink water containing lead in excess of the action level 

could experience delays in their physical or mental development. Children could show slight defi-

cits in attention span and learning abilities. Adults who drink this  

water over many years could develop kidney problems or high blood pressure. 

Synthetic Organic Contaminants (SOCs) including Pesticides and Herbicides 

Hexachloro-

cyclopentadiene 

 

ND to 13 

 

 

50 

 

50 

 

NO 

 

Discharge from chemical 

factories 

Some people who drink water containing hexachlorocyclopentadiene well in excess of the MCL 

over many years could experience problems with their kidneys or stomach. 

Volatile Organic Contaminants  (VOCs) 

 

Haloacetic Acids 

(HAA) (ppb) 

 

.6 to 65 

RAA =  35 

 

60 

 

NA 

 

NO 

 

By-product of drinking 

water disinfection 

Some people who drink water containing haloacetic acids in excess of the MCL over many years 

may have an increased risk of getting cancer. 

 

Total Triha-

lomethanes 

(TTHM) 

(ppb) 

 

15 to 88 

RAA = 

46.1 

 

 

100/80 

 

N/A 

 

NO 

 

By-product of drinking 

water chlorination 

Some people who drink water containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many years 

may experience problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous systems, and may have an 

increased risk of getting cancer. 

(Bromodichloro-methane, Bromoform, Dibromomethane, Chloroform) 

 
 

 


