Comments from Change.org Save Pickpocket

"The pickpocket dam has existed for over 100 years, and the reservoir that it creates is an
intrinsic part of the local environment. The wetlands around the reservoir are home to every
type of local wildlife. Removing the dam, and essentially eliminating the reservoir, would
seriously disrupt this ecosystem.”

~John Collins

"THINK OF THE ANIMALS! THINK OF THE COMMUNITY THAT IS ROOTED IN THESE WATERS!
DON'T DO ITHI!!"

-Morgan Sanderson

"Removal of this dam will destroy this beautiful ecosystem and ruin the habitat for so many
animals . Just look at the habitat damage already done by the dam removal off Mill Road at
Fremont/ Brentwood boarder . What Exeter is doing is horrible ."

-Phil Allison
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Donald Lateiner
1 Split Rock Road
Exeter NH 03833 USA
25 May 2024

Select Board of Exeter Township NH
River Advisory Committee

Save the Pickpocket Dam Committee
cc: Citizens of Exeter Township

Dear Fellow Townspeople:

I write to request that your two committees vote to leave our Pickpecket Dam standing.
I cannot attend the meeting next week because of a prior obligation, but as a resident of Exeter
and a neighbor of this defining landmark on the river that shares the name of Exeter town, I think
it is important that you know how those who live on or nearby this hidden gem feel about it. My
property abuts Pickpocket Road on the land side.

My wife and I and my grandchildren love to go down to the dam to play in the small but
grassy and tree-shaded park at Pickpocket Dam. We dangle our feet in the water above the dam
and below it. On hot days (and they are getting more frequent), it is a place of recovery and
relaxation. I dream of kayak paddling from the dam upriver and from Haigh Road down. If you
have not enjoyed this seasonal thrill, I recommend it. If you have not sat on the bench at the dam
park, come on over and try it out.

Many reasons argue for leaving this dam in place, among them: archaeological value
(300 years of mills—part of race and stone structures still extant) and native Americans before
that), aesthetic value (the pleasant churn of water after still above and rushing below, the thrum
of its cascade in two levels), the recreational value of the river-lake above the dam), and the
fishing opportunities above and below the dam itself.

I find your present haste to approve a major change in our fragile Pickpocket ecology
deplorable, especially the feeble justification offered by state agencies that there may be one
flooded basement in a 1,000 years’ flood. Really? What did the basement owner say? I think the
haste has another reason (see below).

The argument that fish are prevented from getting upstream seems particularly weak,
because a] there are varieties of fish up above the dam, and b] the fish now going beyond the
falls downtown have more than six miles to swim in before they reach Pickpocket dam. The
birds, the turtles, and four-footed critters, now there, will will lose their homes. Finally, as a
historian, I always ask cui bono?, who benefits?, AKA “Follow the money”? The question led
me to suspect that career dam-busters are purveying the fallacy that others will pay for it. Those
who push the argument that it won’t be Exeter $$, appeal to the fallacy (argumentum ex lucro)
that someone else will pick up the tab. Who are these Mr. Moneybag philanthropists? The state
and federal governments? Since I pay taxes to New Hampshire and to the Federal Government,
and so do you, such federal $$ are our $3$, too. They should not be wasted on unnecessary
destruction. The immediate supporters seem to be the businessmen and bureaucrats that profit



from demolition-promoting, dam-condemning, and dam-busting. I believe those who benefit by
dam removal have sold you—our representatives--a bill of goods and put a “now or never” date
of decision over your heads. I ask you to resist the temptation. There is no free lunch for the
citizens of Exeter or the birds and amphibians.

If the dam needs attention, as your report states, several other solutions come to mind.
It is not clear to me, however, why the dam needs “improvement.” It is not that your report states
that it is weakening, or about to collapse. Indeed, the previous report stated that the dam is in
good shape. But, if you must do something, consider these ideas. The floodgates can be regularly
monitored and used, should heavy rainfall require releasing more water quickly, at once. They
were built to be used for just that purpose, and still work. If they need a new motor to raise the
gates, or a remote activator, that replacement would cost less than the $1 Million figure that I
saw for demolition. The fish-ladder can work as a sluice gate also, or another sluice could be
installed around the dam. Somehow, to your voters and the public, it seems as if the million
dollar carrot has short-circuited Yankee ingenuity and inventiveness to solve this state-issued
death sentence for our lovely river, falls, dam, and lake behind it.

Shouldn’t this Exeter town issue not be a warrant article, before you cast any vote?
Those nearest the dam and impoundment treasure it. Finally, few of your fellow voters are
adequately aware of this permanent change proposed for our namesake river. Now that there is
no town-newspaper or town-crier, how many people have been notified or know that the issue
exists? I know the multi-hundred-page report is on the website, but step out of your office, and
ask the next ten or hundred passers-by, “What do you know about the issues and solutions for
Exeter River’s Pickpocket Dam?” My own poll shows minimal awareness among townsfolk.
We of Exeter need a better information-sharing system. An informed township is a happier and
better township.

Thank you for listening, and please vote ‘no’ to removing Pickpocket dam.

Sincerely,

Donald Lateiner, Exeter Voter



16 Redden Street
Dover, NH 03820
28 May 2024

Dear Select Board of Exeter,
| am writing to you in support of your thoughts of removing the Pickpocket Dam. | am a person
with indigenous heritage in four Northeastern Woodlands Tribes. | am also a biologist and

ecologist. | cannot stress enough the great importance of returning the river to its natural state
by removal of the dam. | strongly urge you to take this action.

Sincerely yours,

Kathleen Blake



